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Present: Chairman Dan Kyllo, Supervisor Steven Ebner, Supervisor Dave Schultz; Carrie Seifert, Clerk; 

Jennifer Samec, Deputy Clerk; Ms. Marsha Olson, Treasurer; Mr. Dave Dupay, Planning Commission 

Chair; Duane Stensland, Building Inspector; Attorney Viet-Hanh Winchell 
 
Public hearing to Consider a Variance of Section 12.10.1 of the Town Code to Allow Irregular Lot Lines 

on Autumn Run Second Edition 
  Chairman Kyllo called the public hearing to order at 7:04 PM.  Mr. Dan Thurmes, Cornerstone 
Land Survey, and Mr. Jeff Hause, the potential developer, of Autumn Run Second Edition, presented the 

proposal to realign the proposed lot lines for lots 7 and 8 of the development.  A public hearing is 
required because the proposed lot lines create irregular shaped lots.  The reason for the realignment of 

the lots is to compensate for soils unsuitable for septic sites.  The irregular portion of the lot is along the 
steep slope, and the proposal includes a restrictive easement to be placed on Lot 7, so that the property 
owner on Lot 8 cannot drive on the property, and cannot remove the natural vegetation.  The 

reconfiguration will also increase the buildable acreage of Lot 8 from .6 acres to .8 acres.  
 Mr. Dave Dupay presented the planning commission recommendations.  The planning 
commission was split, and discussed the potential of modifying the town code to allow for density based 

zoning to allow for creativity in creating lots as the final sections of the Township develop.  
 Chairman Kyllo called for public comment. Having none, Chairman Kyllo closed the public 

hearing at 7:10 PM 
 
Call to Order 

 Chairman Kyllo called to order the regular meeting at 7:10. 
 
Discussion of Variance Request for Autumn Run Second Edition 

  Supervisor Schultz expressed concern over the irregular lot lines, and was concern about how to 
manage the control of trespassing and managing the vegetation.  It would make more sense to go to a 2 

acre lot, which would require a variance as well.  He also expressed concerns with the layout of the 
driveway for Lot 8 when managing snow removal. 
 Supervisor Ebner wants to see the property developed, but is concerned about setting 

precedence with a smaller lot or irregular lot lines.  If the requirement to have three lots at the top of 
the development is financial, that is not sufficient grounds for a variance. 
 Ms. Winchell responded to the question on enforcement of the variance to prevent trespass of 

the owner of Lot 8 onto the irregular section of Lot 7.  It could be difficult to enforce over time.  If the 
variance is granted, the board needs to ensure that there are specific reasons that make this situation 

unique. 
 The board members compared the options of reduced lot size and the irregular lot lines, and 
how the issues of enforcement could be addressed.  After discussion,  Chairman Kyllo moved to approve 

the variance to allow irregular lot lines for Lot 8, Autumn Run Second Edition, subject to deed 
restrictions to provide an easement restricting pedestrian or vehicular traffic and prevent cutting of non-

invasive vegetation, and directed the Township attorney to draft a resolution documenting the decision.  
The motion was seconded by Supervisor Schultz.  On a vote of two against and one in favor, the variance 
is denied. 

 
 
 



                                         West Lakeland Township  
January 8, 2018                              7:00 p.m.                                     Oak-Land Middle School 

 
 

Minutes January 8, 2018 Page 2 

 
 

 

Approval of the Minutes 
 Supervisor Ebner moved to accept the minutes of the December 2018 regular meeting with 
minor corrections.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried. 

 Supervisor Ebner moved to approve the minutes of the special meeting with Attorney Tom 
Casey, December 21, 2018.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion carried. 

 
Public Comment 
 Chairman Kyllo asked for public comment.  None was offered. 

 
Ash Trees in the Township Right of Way 
 Mr. Matt Schmitt of M&S Tree Service, presented options for maintenance of the ash trees in 

the township right of way.  Emerald Ash Bore infestation has been found in the wayside rest off 
Interstate 94.  Thus far, there is not Emerald Ash Bore found in the township, but it is very close.  

Specifically, there are many number of ash trees in the Wynstone and Waterford developments. Mr. 
Schmitt provided a discussion of how to manage Emerald Ash Borer, and presented sample ordinance 
for management of trees in public spaces.  It appears that the homeowner is responsible for the trees in 

the township right of way.  Costs to manage the ash trees could vary between $35,000 to $150,000.  
 It was suggested that the board review the draft ordinance, to provide for future management 
options, and to have a dialogue with the concerned homeowner communities, and an article for the 

next newsletter.  No specific action was taken at this time. 
 

Consulting Services with Regard to Lake Elmo Airport Expansion 
 The board reviewed a proposal from EOR consultants to assist in the review and comments for 
the Environmental Assessment Worksheet of the Lake Elmo Airport Expansion proposal.  The proposal 

provides for charges per hour, with an estimate of $10,000 which is expected to cover the items listed 
with regard to the EAW response.  No concerns were raised with the proposal and it was noted by the 
supervisors that the Township does not have the expertise to sufficiently address the issues raised in the 

EAR.  Chairman Kyllo moved to accept the proposal and pay the retainer, for EAW to review the 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet for the Lake Elmo Airport Expansion, report to the town board, 

and discuss next steps.  Seconded by Supervisor Ebner, the motion carried.  It is expected that the EAW  
to be released in late January or early February. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 Ms. Olsen presented the report for December 2017.  The report reflects $268,000 in receipts, 

including the second payment of property taxes.  The report reflects $175,000 in disbursements.  Total 
current assets are $2,383,000.  Supervisor Schultz moved to accept the report.  Seconded by Supervisor 
Ebner, the motion carried. 

 
Additional Business 
 The chairman signed resolution R2018-1 to vacate utility easements for  Autumn Run Second 

Edition. 
 Supervisor Schultz brought forward the draft Baytown comprehensive plan provided for 

comment.  Supervisor Schultz had some concerns with the aviation section and the proposal to move 
the boundary between the townships should 30th Street be relocated.  This paragraph is, in his opinion, 
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this paragraph be removed.  Ms. Winchell was asked to look at the impact of the proposed realignment.  
The draft was referred to the planning commission for review. 
 Ms. Samec requested the board review the date proposed for the pre-budget and budget 

meeting, and asked these be moved to January 19th and January 30th. 
 Supervisor Schultz brought forward a comprehensive maintenance agreement for the traffic 

control signals on Manning at 10th and at the entrance to Oakland Middle School.  Washington County is 
responsible for ownership, maintenance and costs. Municipalities are responsible for painting the 
semaphores.  No issues were raised.  Supervisor Schultz moved to authorize signature of the 

maintenance agreement between Washington County and West Lakeland Township for the traffic 
signals on Manning Avenue at 10th Street and Oakland Middle School. Seconded by Chairman Kyllo, the 
motion carried. 

 Mr. Dupay presented his resignation from the planning commission.  The board members 
thanked him for his service and dedication. 

 The board expressed their sympathies to the family of Mr. McDonald at the passing of his 
father. 
 

Adjourn 
 Supervisor Ebner moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Supervisor Schultz, the motion 
carried.  Chairman Kyllo adjourned the meeting at 8:50 PM 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
      Elizabeth Vance 

      Recording Secretary 
 


