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Call to Order 
 Ms. Carrie Seifert, Town Clerk, called the West Lakeland Township town meeting to order at 

8:00 PM on March 8, 2016. 
 
Election of Moderator 

 Mr. Chuck Newman nominated Mr. John McPherson to serve as moderator for the town 
meeting.  Having no other nominations, the motion to elect Mr. John McPherson was made and 

seconded, and carried by a voice vote. 
 
Approval of Minutes 

 The minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting held March 10, 2015 were presented.  Mr. Clay Rod 
moved to accept the draft minutes as presented.  Seconded by Mr. Matt Schmitt, the motion carried. 

 
Reading of the Board of Audit as Posted   
 The board of audit was conducted on Feb 8, 2016, and found no discrepancies between the 

clerk and the treasurer’s ledgers.  Motion to accept the audit report made by Dale Audisey, seconded by 
Mr. Chuck Newmann.  The motion carried. 
 

Representative Kathy Lohmer 
 Greetings from herself and Senator Housley.  Senator Housley was detained by the opening of 

the session.  The session is short, only 10 weeks, with the priorities being the transportation and tax bills 
not passed in the last year.  She is looking to change the tax on social security taxes.  If there is a bonding 
bill, it will be focused only on infrastructure.    

 
Washington County Commissioner Gary Kriesel 
 Commissioner Kreisel expressed the appreciation of the county staff and board for the strong 

relationship between the township and the county.   Noted the project for the reconstruction of 
Manning Avenue will begin in June with the reconstruction of the intersection at 10th and Manning and 

improvements at the southern entrance to Oakland Junior High School.  The next project for the 
township is the rehabilitation of Oakgreen Avenue between 10th Street and 40th Street is a lower cost, 
short term improvement is set for 2016.  The roadway needs to be reconstructed for a long term 

solution. That project will be programmed for 2018.  Will start an public engagement process for the 
reconstruction of 10th Street from Stagecoach Trail to Manning Avenue in 2018.  The County is open to 
discussion to transfer the responsibility for 22nd Street, but this would require a change to the 

comprehensive plan.  The County will start a jurisdictional study in 2018 after the opening of the St. 
Croix River Crossing.  The County also submitted a letter to the Metropolitan Airport Commission 

regarding the Lake Elmo Airport expansion.  Commissioner Kriesel voted to oppose the letter, but 
encouraged MAC to continue to work with the township regarding their concerns on this project.  
 

Washington County Sheriff Bill Hutton 
 Sheriff Hutton noted there were fewer calls in 2015 than 2014.  However, the types of crimes 

are becoming a little more significant.  Part 1 crimes are the more serious crimes, and Part 2 crimes are 
more quality of life issues.  In 2015, West Lakeland had 10 burglaries, and in 2014 there were 9.  Traffic 
accidents within West Lakeland went way down.  Personal injuries and single car accidents are also 

down.  Sherriff Hutton was asked if there is a way to know if there is an escapee from the jail or the 
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prison.  There were no escapes from the jail.  There is a notification through the Code Red program is 
there is an notification from the State to the County of an escape from the State Prison or other serious 

incidents.  Sheriff Hutton was asked about the patrolling of 30th street and Manning, to control for speed 
and passing on the shoulder.  Sheriff Hutton will notify the patrol division of these concerns.  
 

Bayport Fire Chief Allen Eisinger 
 Chief noted that he is a resident of West Lakeland.  Bayport fire has moved into the new station 

last week and will be hosting an open house May 21, 2016.  Last year there were 1,234 calls.   West 
Lakeland represents 13% of the call volume.  The majority of the calls are medical, but are set for fire 
calls with the capability to provide almost 10,000 gallons of water for the response to a fire call.   

 
Dan Kyllo, Town Board Chairman 

 Chairman Kyllo noted the three charts posted at the side of the room and on the projection 
screen.  The first chart is a snapshot of the last 15 to 17 years of the cash reserve, revenue and 
disbursement, and the associated levy.  The cash revenue is going up.  The township is trying to save 

money in the capital fund for future road projects.  The board is aware that the township roads are 
aging.  Total revenue is what is collected for taxes.  The spend for total disbursements follows that line 
pretty closely.   Associated with the increasing expenses, the biggest expenses are snow and ice removal 

as we add more roads and increasing cost for the service.  The second expense is for fire and emergency 
services due to the increase in the cost of providing that service.  The last jump is participation of West 

Lakeland Township for the new fire hall.  The last major expense is for road repair, as the number of 
roads increases, the wear on the roads is more visible, and the cost of the materials.    When compared 
to other municipalities in the township, the taxes are significantly lower in West Lakeland.  The board is 

doing its best to provide the necessary service and operate efficiently.  A question was raised concerning 
the taxes on the commercial business in West Lakeland.  They are charged a higher rate.   
 

Dave Schultz, Town Board Supervisor 
 Thanked the residents for attending and being involved.  Recognized the township staff for their 

effort on behalf of the Township.  Supervisor Schultz is responsible for transportation, including signs 
road maintenance, and the Gateway corridor.   Called attention to the radius around the Lake Elmo 
Airport, and noted the number of homes within a one mile and two mile radius.  MAC is moving forward 

with its capital improvement plan to upgrade this airport.  The environmental review is not complete, 
and funding has not yet been secured.  The Gateway Corridor Commission is a number of municipalities 
and addresses public transit.  The Commission is currently debating a location for a bus transit station 

along I-94.   
 

Steve Ebner, Town Board Supervisor 
 Supervisor Ebner has been instrumental in drafting ordinances for the Town Board, including the 
solar energy ordinance, and the revision of the Home Occupation Section of the Township ordinance.  

That revision is still under review.  Supervisor Ebner is also the noxious and invasive weed inspector, and 
information is on the township website.  Supervisor Ebner is the board liaison to the Township planning 

commission, and represents West Lakeland on the Washington County local government administrator’s 
meetings and Washington County Township Officers Meeting, and attends the Washington County 
Metropolitan Water Coalition.  The current concern is over city wells, but there is a concern about the 

potential of monitoring individual wells as well.  
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Marsha Olson, Treasurer 

 Ms. Olsen presented the treasurer’s report for 2015.  The report reflects receipts of 
$803,619.00, with $552,333 was property taxes, county aid and grants.  Expenditures for the year were 
$721,644.00, with Road and Bridge expenditures representing $301,609 of that total.   The ending 

balance at the end of the year for the General fund is $874,853, Road and Bridge fund is $401,335, and 
Capital Improvement fun of $218,949.  The Total balance for the Township at the end of 2015 is 

$1,495,120. 
 
Dave Dupay, Planning Commission Chair 

 There are seven planning commission members, with the chair and Supervisor Ebner as the 
board liaison.  The volunteer organization serves as an advisory board to the Town Board.  Noted that 

Chairman Kyllo with Dave Dupay do the culvert inspections for the Township, as mandated by the State 
to inspect stormwater utilities every 5 years. 
 

Old Business 
 No old business was raised at this time. 
 

Resident Concerns  -  Data Privacy Request 
 Mr. Gary Horning noted that over the past year there has been numerous requests for 

information under the data practices act.  He understands these requests take a lot of time and are an 
expense for the township.  He believes there is one individual has a huge request in that will cost a lot of 
money, and could jeopardize the township getting its own business done.  He would like know what this 

request is for, and what is the intent behind the request.  The request from the data privacy act is about 
3.5 months of all emails and correspondence between supervisors, staff, government agency regarding 
any government business.  Each piece of correspondence will need to be reviewed to determine what is 

private and what is public and redact any private information.  It is then reviewed by the attorney to 
ensure compliance to the request.  The state does allow the township to charge for the effort to receive 

the information requested.  A reason for the request is not required as part of the request.  It’s not that 
the township is not trying to be transparent, but the breadth of this request is substantially 
burdensome.  In the past, there has not been an official policy, but the board has tried to accommodate 

the citizens as much as possible, but a policy will now be formalized.  There is a right for the public to 
know the information the government has.  No reason needs to be provided for the request.  
 Joe Cohen, new resident to the township, asked if there were a way to communicate answers to 

common questions.  Chairman Kyllo noted that if there are common questions, the board does want to 
address those quickly.   

 
New Business – Election Judge Compensation 
 Currently the judges are compensated at $8.50 per hour and $10.50 for the head judge.  Mr. 

Chuck Newman moved to retain the current compensation rates.  Seconded by Mr. Ed Marchon, the 
motion carried. 

 
New Business – 2017 Tax Levy.   

The levy proposed by the Town Board for 2017 is $561,380, with $189,380 for the General Fund 

and $372, 000 for Road and Bridge.  Mr. Dave Dupay asked if there is enough in the fund to maintain the 
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storm water system, and the supervisors should not be the ones that are cleaning out the culverts.  
Funds should be made available for the repair of the stormwater management system.  Chairman Kyllo 

noted it probably is not, but because of the size of the increase, wanted one more year of fairly flat tax, 
but there will be larger increases in the future to cover items such as this.  Mr. John Augustine asked 
which agency was generating the requirements for culvert inspections.  Chairman Kyllo explained the 

MS4 federal program concerning storm water management as implemented by the State Environmental 
Protection Agency.  Mr. Dave Dupay moved to approve the levy.  Seconded by Mr. Ed Marchon, the 

motion carried.  
 

New Business – Election Results 

Dan Kyllo received 338 votes, and Mike Groetz received 133 votes.  The township has 
approximately 2,800 registered voters. 

 
New Business – Selection of Banks 
 Ms. Olson noted the township currently uses Central Bank, First State Bank of Bayport, Bremer 

Bank, Lake Elmo Bank, and Lake Area Bank.  The residents also approved use of Citizens Community 
Federal, City and County Credit Union, The Postal Service Credit Union, but those have not been used to 
date.  Ms. Olson recommends retaining the current slate of banks.  Mr. Al Eisinger moved and seconded 

by Mr. Ed Marchon to retain the current slate of banks for the Township.  The motion carried.   
 

New Business – 2017 Town Board Election and Annual Meeting  
Mr. Gary Horning moved to hold the 2017 town election is 10 AM to 8 PM Tuesday March 14 

and the annual meeting is proposed for Tuesday 14, 2017 at 8 PM at OakLand Junior High School.  

Seconded by Mr. Dale Audison, the motion carried. 
 
New Business – Clean Up Day 

The annual clean up day is set for Saturday May 14, 8 AM to Noon at Bryan Gravel Pit   
 

General Discussion 
 Supervisor Schultz recognized Sue Agrimson for her 21 years of service as the town clerk.   
 

Adjourn 
 A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Loren Kalal, seconded by Mr. Ed Marchon, the motion 
carried.  The meeting was adjourned 9:33 PM.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

 

 

John McPherson   

Moderator 
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Elizabeth Vance 

Recording Secretary 

Carrie Seifert   

Town Clerk   

 

 


