
 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING    
 
 
October 25, 2018 
 
Present:  Mark Votava, Dave Sanocki, Betsy Vance, Brian Kraftefer, Sean Flaherty, Ed Gorman, Del Miske, 
Supervisor Steve Ebner 
 
Call to Order 
 Mr. Votava called the meeting to order at 7:09 PM.  Mr. Gorman moved to accept the minutes 
with minor corrections.  Seconded by Mr. Kraftefer, the motion carried. 
 
Request for Variance, Accessory Structure in Front of the Residence 
 Mark and Tina Huppert appeared before the commission to present a request for a variance to 
allow an accessory structure closer to the street than the primary residence at 1480 O’Ryan Trail.  The 
proposal is to build a detach garage on the right side of the home, slightly forward of the current 
residence. The proposed building is 24x32, about 20 feet from the existing garage.  It will be finished to 
coordinate with the existing home.  The proposed structure cannot be attached to the current residence 
because of the location of the wellhead. Moving the proposed building site back further on the lot is 
restricted by the location of the wellhead and the steep slopes on the side of the lot.   The left side of 
the home cannot be used for the accessory structure because of the location of the septic and 
drainfield.   
 Mr. Semrud moved to recommend approval citing the practical difficulties of the steep slopes, 
the location of the wellhead, the location of the drainfield, conditioned on providing documentation of 
the topography and construction of the building according to the plan presented.  Seconded by Mr. 
Miske, the motion carried. 
 
Permit Fees 
 The commission reviewed the proposed amendment to Section 13.3.4, providing an appeals 
process to the use of fees and escrows.  No concerns were noted. 
 
Local Planning Resource 
 The commission reviewed the proposed list of tasks and expectations for the local planning 
resource being sought.  These tasks and expectations include: 

 Provide assistance and guidance to the Town Board (TB) and Planning Commission (PC) on 
matters of zoning, code and future planning. 

 Review applications and provide recommendations to the TB and PC on requests for variances, 
zoning, subdivisions, etc. 

 Assist and provide recommendations to the TB and PC in interpreting town code and also 
developing new code when needed.  

 Attend a TB and/or PC meetings when their presence or services is requested. 

 Provide assistance to the PC supporting revisions and final draft of Comprehensive Plan 

 On site enforcement, to provide for expert opinion, as required 



 A resource to residents, builders and and developers with board approval.   

 To provide planning commission and/or board with training with training on planning or zoning 
matters 

Comments on West Lakeland Draft Comprehensive Plan 
The commission reviewed the comments from the Met Council review dated September 24, 

2018.  It was found that a number of these concerns may have already been addressed.  Tasks for the 
subcommittee to review the remaining comments were distributed, and a meeting set for November 1, 
2018.  Mr. Votava will work to set up a meeting with the Met Council representative for additional 
discussion. 
 
Adjourn 
 Having no further business, Mr. Gorman moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. 
Sanoci, the motion carried.  Mr. Votava adjourned the meeting at 8:45 PM 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
 
       Elizabeth A. Vance 
       Secretary 
 
 


