Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination Program

West Lakeland Township’s NPDES permit addresses how the Township will improve water quality by reducing or eliminating pollutants from storm water runoff before it reaches nearby surface waters. One of the ways to accomplish this goal is through the promotion of an Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination program.

Illicit discharges are any discharge to a storm water drain system or to a surface water that is not entirely composed of storm water runoff. Illicit discharges can exist in many forms such as dumping of hazardous materials into the Township’s storm drain system or prohibited connections to the storm drain system. With the cooperation of Township staff members, residents, and businesses, detection and elimination of illicit discharges can be an effective way of reducing or eliminating water pollution.

Examples of an illicit discharge can include, but are not limited to the following:

1. Materials or debris such as tree leaves, tree branches, grass clippings, other vegetative materials, trash, concrete or asphalt chunks, dirt, sand, and gravel.

2. Dumping or disposing hazardous materials into the storm drain system that would ultimately degrade the water quality of nearby surface waters. Hazardous materials would include lawn fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, antifreeze, and petroleum-based materials such as gasoline, oil, and paints.

3. Erosion and sediment that is originated from a residential or business property and is deposited onto a Township street and ultimately enters into the storm drain system.

4. Prohibited connections of a private (residential or business) sump pump or sewage disposal service that is connected to the Township’s storm sewer conveyance system.

5. Chlorinated water from swimming pools, lawn irrigation runoff, and residential car washing runoff.

6. Failure or leakage of an individual sewage treatment system into the groundwater or into a nearby surface water.

The Township’s program activities to identify and detect illicit discharges includes a plan to control and eliminate the contributors, adheres to the following steps:

1. Locate an illicit discharge by responding to public complaints.

2. Locate an illicit discharge by visual screenings of storm sewer system outfalls and storm water ponds during regular maintenance and inspection activities.

3. Develop and monitor a list of potential sites within the Township that could contribute to an illicit discharge.

4. If an illicit discharge is detected, Township staff will identify the material and locate the source.

5. Provide an enforcement action in accordance with local, state, or federal ordinances or laws, if necessary.

6. Work with the responsible party to remove or correct the illicit discharge.

7. Document the problem and actions taken to remedy the situation.

If you suspect or witness an illicit discharge within the Township, please be proactive and report the incident to the Township office at (651) 436-4773 or e-mail to townclerk@westlakeland.govoffice2.com.

